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SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES: Santa Clara students and faculty saw and smelled smoke coming from the wildfires that have been engulfing Napa and
Sonoma county since October 8th. At least twenty-three people have been pronounced dead and over 170,000 acres have been completely scorched.

Virtual Reality Becomes Real

New class teaches
revolutionary
technology skills

Kimi Andrew & Emma Pollans
The Santa Clara

The College of Arts and Sciences is boldly
taking Broncos where no Broncos have gone
before.
The Edward M. Dowd Art and Art History building is the new home of Santa Clara’s
Imaginarium, a space where students have
the opportunity to experiment with this
innovative technology.
In order to help members of the university community get accustomed to virtual
reality (VR), the College of Arts and Sciences is offering a ”bootcamp” class called
“Virtual Reality 101,” or ARTS 197A.
The class started this fall and will continue throughout the winter and spring

Since 1922

quarters.
The course gives students the chance to
learn how to create their own VR experience
from the ground up. The class meets once
a week and introduces students to coding,
story building, equipment management and
content creation.
According to the SCU Imaginarium
Facebook page, the space is for students,
faculty and staff to “both build and experience several different VR systems, including Oculus Rift, HTC Vive and Microsoft
HoloLens.”
Max Sims, the professor for all three sections of Virtual Reality 101, emphasized how
important VR can be in everyday life, especially in a university classroom.
“It’s important for faculty because there
might be better ways of being able to teach
students in ways that they will retain the
knowledge better,” said Sims. “It’s one thing
to see a bad slide of Machu Picchu, but it’d
be another thing to stand in Machu Picchu
with VR.”
Ken Wakaba, a senior at Santa Clara majoring in engineering, initially enrolled in

www.thesantaclara.org

Virtual Reality 101 to help with his senior
design project, involving the concept of creating a VR crime lab.
“It’s the first non-major class that I’m
taking and it’s a ton of fun,” said Wakaba.
“Having access to the VR lab all week to
come and experiment with whenever I want
is an added bonus.”
While primarily known for gaming purposes, VR is becoming extremely prevalent
in many careers and professions, especially
in the heart of Silicon Valley.
“We are putting a lot of effort into VR
and AR right now because both technologies are showing they can and will have a
real impact on visual storytelling and how
we understand the world,” Dr. Stephen Lee
said, an associate dean for the College of
Arts and Sciences.
“VR is being used to explore complex
issues like climate change. The technology
can put us places we can’t readily visit and
make concrete an abstract issue like the
impact of rising sea temperatures.”
See VIRTUAL REALITY, Page 2
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“Feminism is the radical notion that women are people.”
This quote—attributed to feminist writer
Marie Shear—came to mind multiple times
during my recent viewing of the new film
“Battle of the Sexes,” which dramatizes the
highly-publicized 1973 tennis match between
feminist icon Billie Jean King and flamboyant
chauvinist Bobby Riggs.
During a time in which gender divisions
remain a hot-button issue, this period comedy-drama sheds light on how far our nation
has come and how far we still have to go in
regards to women’s rights.
Directed by Jonathan Dayton and Valerie
Faris, the husband and wife team behind “Little Miss Sunshine,” ”Battle of the Sexes” stars
Emma Stone and Steve Carell as King and
Riggs, respectively. Neither star is particularly
transformative in their portrayal, but both
exude an effortless magnetism that keeps the
performances breezy and believable.
The film touches on a number of issues,
including LGBTQ+ rights and infidelity. King
carries on an affair with her female hairdresser throughout the film, while still married
to husband Larry King (no relation to the
geriatric, former CNN personality).
Various characters—particularly her oncourt rival, Margaret Court—suspect that
King is lesbian and warn that her sexual
orientation could threaten her status as the
number one player in women’s tennis. But, as
we all know, King eventually came out—becoming and remaining a champion of not only
women’s but also LGBTQ+ rights.
Riggs has his own secrets, most notably
his gambling addiction—an affliction that the
film treats with surprising sincerity as we
see how it damages the relationship between
Riggs and his wife and son. But the main issue
“Battle of the Sexes” addresses is the relationship between men and women—specifically,
the oppression of women by men in power.
We see the inequality of the times—women
tennis players receive only one-eighth the
prize money of men, are belittled by sports announcers on live television and are forced to
wear skirts instead of shorts. It’s troubling, yet
perfectly imaginable and even comparable to
some of the oppression seen in today’s society.
We see King’s frustration through Stone’s
convincing performance. The constant bigotry seems to exhaust her more than professional tennis ever could. Carell, meanwhile,
hams it up as Riggs, who claims he wants to
“put the ‘show’ back into ‘chauvinism.’”
See GENDER ROLES, Page 4
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CAMPUS SAFETY
Alcohol-Related Medical Emergency
Oct. 4: A campus resident was reported intoxicated
and had thrown up in her room. She was evaluated by
SCU EMS and left in the care of a friend for the night.
Oct. 7: A campus resident was observed to be
intoxicated and being assisted by other students on the
sidewalk between Casa Italiana and Sanfilippo Residence
Halls. SCU EMS & SCFD were contacted and responded.
He was transported to Kaiser Hospital by paramedics.

Found Property
Oct. 5: A pair of children’s shoes was found on Palm
Drive and turned in to the Campus Safety office.
Oct. 7: An envelope containing cash inside was found
and turned in to the Campus Safety office.

Information Report
Oct. 6: A female student reported receiving unwanted
gifts and text messages from an unknown male in front of
her off-campus resident door steps. SCPD was notified.
Oct. 7: A female student reported being approached
by a suspicious male at the Safeway parking lot, asking
her to get in his car. He then sped away when she pull
out her cellphone.

Lost Property
Oct. 5: A package containing custom T-shirts was
reported missing from the Facilities loading dock. An
investigation is being conducted.

Virtual Reality Comes to Santa Clara
Continued from Page 1

Students who are
both enrolled and not
enrolled in the boot
camp courses are also
invited to participate
in the first-ever Imagine That! Competition,
managed by Sims.
The competiton will
involve teams of four
tasked with creating
their own VR experience, based around trying to answer a question, solve a problem or
address a topic.
Professionals from
the virtual reality industry will help to
mentor and and guide
students throughout
the year-long process.
The Imaginarium
also hosts various
events. Sims is currently developing a
VR Speaker Series for
guest speakers from
the VR industry to

COURTESY OF SCU IMAGINARIUM

The Edward M. Dowd Art and Art History building is the new home of Santa Clara’s Imaginarium, a space for students
to explore virtual and augmented reality. A year-long “bootcamp” course started this fall and will meet once a week.

come share their experiences of how VR is
changing the world.
Victoria Rege from
NVIDIA, a Santa Clarabased graphic design
company, and Brennan

Medical Emergency

Theft
Oct. 9: A Razor scooter was reported missing from
the Shapell Lounge area.

Vandalism
Oct. 7: An unknown person drilled a hole in the
Sobrato Residence Hall garage gate under the lock, making
it accessible to anyone. A work order was completed.

Check out the Campus Safety Report online:
facebook.com/scucss
@SCUCampusSafety
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•

The majority of Puerto Rico remains without power. The hurricane death toll has
risen to 45 people.

•

The MacArthur Foundation named 24 artists, scholars and activists who will each
receive a $625,000 “genius” grant.

•

The men’s U.S. soccer team failed to qualify for this year’s World Cup for the first
time since 1986.

•

Wildfires continue to sweep across more than 70,000 acres of California’s wine
country, leaving at least 23 dead and many missing.

•

Producer Harvey Weinstien was fired from the board of the Weinstein Company
over allegations of sexual misconduct spanning decades.

•

The Boy Scouts of America will now admit girls and allow them to earn Eagle Scout
rank.

Santa Clara
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Email news@thesantaclara.org.
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National

Oct. 4: A student reported that someone had locked
his bicycle to a bike rack using a different bike lock. He
requested CSS assistance to remove the lock.

MANAGING EDITOR
Perla Luna

with visual effects and
virtual reality.
The lecture series
and events hosted are
open to the public and
all students are welcome to attend.

Global

Suspicious Circumstance

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Jimmy Flynn

Doyle from Lytro, the
world’s most powerful
Light Field imaging
platform, have already
come to the Imaginarium to share their
real-world experiences

News in Brief

Oct. 7: A campus resident tripped and injured her
shin while walking at an off campus location. She was
evaluated and given medical assistance by SCU EMS.
Oct. 7: A student fell off the monkey bars at Casa
Italiana lot and injured her ankle. CSS, SCU EMS and
SCFD responded. She was transported to O’Connor
Hospital by a private vehicle.
Oct. 7: A campus resident reported experiencing
strange feelings and blurry vision. SCU EMS and SCFD
were contacted and responded. Her condition improved
after being evaluated by SCFD.
Oct. 8: A Jesuit member was found lying face-down on
the basement stairs, conscious, at the Jesuit Residence.
SCFD was contacted and responded. He was transported
to Valley Medical Center by paramedics.

Since 1922
•••
Volume 97, Issue 3
•••

Thursday, October 12, 2017

REPORTERS

FINANCE MANAGER

Kimi Andrew
Meghan McLaughlin
Jay Mehta
Bella Rios
Alex Stewart

James Kipper

COPY DESK
Bronwyn Geyer
Emily Mun
DESIGN DESK
Mimi Najmabadi
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Alyssa Lee
Kevin Ngo
Spencer Raines
Cesar Tesen
Andrea Yun
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Hannah Hawkins

•

Campus Safety is offering a Rape Aggression Defense basic class this fall to female
Santa Clara students, faculty and staff.

•

W. Kamau Bell was named Frank Sinatra Artist-in-Residence for the 2017-18 school
year. His residency will kick off with an event on Nov. 7 in the Louis B. Mayer
Theatre.
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Keeping Up with
ASG: Week 3
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The Santa Clara

Senate continues to welcome new
clubs; discusses diversity, genderneutral restrooms and alcohol
Meghan McLaughlin
The Santa Clara

Discussion at the most recent Associated Student Government
(ASG) meeting surrounded topics including the recording of ASG congregations and student clubs seeking Registered Student Organization
(RSO) status.
In the past, ASG has hired the university’s Media Services to film
Senate meetings and archive the footage in the library. Currently, there
is no formal recording of the sessions beyond the agenda minutes document published online each week.
There was discussion of requiring outside sources to formally request
permission to record meetings, while some student senators argued
that ASG should maintain an open attitude to the community and not
enforce restrictions on the documentation of ASG Senate. Debate on
this topic will continue at the week four meeting.
Six clubs presented to gain RSO status at this meeting and five received approval by the Senate. Additionally, two clubs that presented
at the week two meeting were voted into RSO status.
West Side Swing, a club formed around a type of improvised swing
dancing, presented and was granted RSO status. The President, Morgan
Myers, will teach this style of dance at future club meetings. Myers and
club manager, Beshoy Eskarous, hope this club will facilitate a social
community for students of any skill level to join.
Campus just became healthier with the addition of SCU Mindfulness, a club started by Alex Perlman and Francie McCall with the goal
of becoming a space for student-led health outreach.
To achieve a healthier and happier campus, Perlman and McCall
plan on using yoga instructors and specialists to promote meditation
and overall healthy habits.
Santa Clara is gaining a Mock Trial RSO at the urging of first-years
Maria Parker and Mary Balestreri. The competitive portion of the team
will compete with other college teams, while a noncompetitive portion
will compete amongst themselves.
The Student Art League also presented to the ASG Senate. Members
of the club, like presenter Ciaran Freeman, are planning on hosting
exhibitions and making museum, gallery and studio visits with the club.
Students interested in pre-health can now put those interests toward
a national fraternity. The Pre-Health Professional Club will form under
the leadership of sophomores Laura Hollison and Kira Palazzo.
Student clubs that presented at the previous meetings and just
gained RSO status include Skills for Good, a club centered on solving
two pressing problems a month, and the Pool and Billiards Club, an
organized way to play pool with other students on campus.
The Senate also hosted a guest speaker, Raymond Plaza, the director
of the Office of Diversity and Inclusion. He spoke on the current plans
of the Task Force for Diversity and Inclusion and explained the history
of his office’s formation in 2014 and the creation of Unity 4 a year later.
Plaza then moved on to discuss the current project that University
President Michael Engh, S.J. began in 2016, the Blue Ribbon Commission on Diversity and Inclusion. This document consists of about 175
different strategies to address issues the university faces with regards
to building a safe, diverse campus.
Plaza posed the question of whether Santa Clara could offer needblind admission, a policy in which the university would not consider an
applicant’s financial situation when deciding admisson.
ASG President Jack Herstam mentioned the possibility of installing gender-neutral bathrooms in the future engineering building, with
summer of 2018 as the estimated start of construction for this project.
Herstam also brought up the new NCAA West Coast Conference
alcohol policy update that now leaves it up to individual schools to serve
alcohol at sporting events to students of age.Currently, alcohol is not
permitted within Buck Shaw Stadium nor the Leavey Center. Neither
venues sell alcohol at events.
According to Herstam, the university is considering serving alcohol
at select events to attendees who are of age, with the intent to enhance
the spectator experience. This idea was initially brought up at a recent
University Policy Committee meeting.
The ASG Senate will meet again during week four on Thursday at 7
p.m. in the California Mission Room.
Contact Meghan McLaughlin at mmclaughlin@scu.edu or call (408)
554-4852.

MICHELLE WANG—THE SANTA CLARA

The Activities Programming Board, Santa Clara University and Silicon Valley Bank presented Puppy Day on Oct. 5 on the
Alameda Lawn. The students played with the puppies, brought by the Humane Society, during Week 3 of the quarter.

Thinking about

GRADUATE SCHOOL?
Come Explore The More Than
60 Graduate Programs We Offer in:
Arts and Sciences • Education • Law • Management
Nursing and Health Professions
Meet our faculty and staff, ask questions in a relaxed atmosphere, and
enjoy light refreshments. Learn more about your graduate program.

Graduate School Information Evening
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 5:30PM
MCLAREN CONFERENCE CENTER
University of San Francisco • 2130 Fulton Street, San Francisco
Event begins at 5:30, program-specific information sessions begin at 6:00,
and a financial aid information session will be offered between 7:00 and 7: 30.

RSVP: www.usfca.edu/grad
Free parking available
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“Blade Runner 2049” is Vibrantly Dystopian
Thrilling sci-fi
classic lives up
to expectations
Zohal Karimy

associate reporter
Men. Machines. Mayhem.
Nearly three decades after Ridley Scott’s 1982 classic “Blade Runner,” Denis
Villenueve’s “Blade Runner
2049” extends Scott’s vision
with fresh graphics and just
as much dysphoria as the
original film. The sequel is a
feat that seemed nearly impossible to pull off, considering that most movie fans hail
the original as the pinnacle of
sci-fi cinema. However, I’m
happy to say Villenueve and
Co. pull it off.
The film answers many
questions from the prequel
about Replicants (androids)
who are seemingly more human than we are. Villeneuve’s
“Blade Runner 2049” is an exceptional achievement, a film
that is distinctly auteurist,
yet cut from the same cloth
as Scott’s film.
The ambitious riff on the
themes, characters and style
of “Blade Runner” expands
the scope of this world in
2049. Written by the 1982
film’s original screenwriters
Hampton Fancher and Michael Green, “Blade Runner
2049” is a meditative and
touching film, sumptuously
captured by legendary cinematographer Roger Deakins.

He paints the screen with
contrasting colors (i.e., the
black and blue city theme versus the warm, orange desert
setting) that depict light and
shadow. The aesthetics in the
film are subdued yet pleasing,
creating a beautifully tactile
sense of space and texture.
Benjamin Wallfisch and
Hans Zimmer composed the
score in tandem, allowing
the booming and immersive
sound design to take centerstage over the light background music.
The style of the film is rich
and the themes are intellectually probing, but the plot is a
simple, classically cinematic
tale. Ryan Gosling is perfectly
cast as LAPD Offcier K, a successor to Rick Deckard (Harrison Ford) who searches for
illegal replicants.
Officer K is faced with an
existential predicament as
he reckons with his soul in
the face of incredible dehumanization. His nonchalant
personality reflects the disconcerting, distrustful daily
existence in this isolated dystopian future.
Gosling is compelling to
watch as his character tries
to break through this placid
surface. Sylvia Hoeks stuns
as Luv, a character who seems
to be a crazier mirror of Rachael (Sean Young) from the
original.
This film is a depiction of
a dark future that feels all too
believable. Nothing is sleek
and shiny as one would expect
in a glimpse of the future. K
wears comfortable knitted

AP

Ryan Gosling stars in “Blade Runner 2049” as an LAPD police officer tasked with tracking down illegal androids. The film, which was directed
by Denis Villenueve and co-scripted by original screenwriter Hampton Fancher, functions as a fresh sequel to Ridley Scott’s original 1982 film.

shirts under his avant-garde
top coat.
Throughout the film,
he conducts his detective
work the old-fashioned way,
through microfilm and card
catalogs (a blackout wiped
out their digital records, so
their modern world has become analog again). It is different enough but the drone
warfare, child labor and sex
robots are all extensions of

issues that already exist.
“Blade Runner 2049” is
a brilliant spectacle imbued
with chilling questions about
humanity. The epic has a
slight flaw: the run time is 2
hours and 43 minutes. The
film loses grip, inevitably, on
its tight control of the storytelling and flails before finding an appropriate ending.
That being said, the film
is definitely worth a movie

theater experience because
of the aesthetically pleasing
cinematography.
The film’s depiction of
a bleak and desolate future
exposes the soul of machines
and the coldness of a humanity that forces marginalized
beings into slavery for the
sake of capitalism.
But is a machine able to
feel things? What indicates
bodily autonomy for beings?

What can be found in the liminal space between humans
and machines? Villeneuve’s
“Blade Runner 2049” poses
these questions, first raised
thirty-five years ago by the
original, with an urgent sense
of thought and understanding.
Contact Zohal Karimy at
zkarimy@scu.edu or call
(408) 554-4852.

Gender Roles Play Out on an Uneven Court
Continued from Page 1

However, the two most pivotal, eye-opening scenes in the film do not involve Riggs at
all. Instead, they consist of King plainly telling
two men the fault in their ways.
The first of such sequences occurs during the media build-up to the match, when a
reporter asks King why she thinks women are
better than men. King whips around and says,
“I never said women are better than men. I just
want equality and respect.”
The words echo loudly, particularly for
someone like me—a straight, white, uppermiddle class male—who the words are seemingly meant for. Too often do men misinterpret feminism as some sort of coup on our
societal and biological status. That’s not it
at all. The goal of feminism is not to conquer
men. Rather, like King says, it’s about equality
and respect.
The other sequence involves King confronting Jack Kramer (played by Bill Pullman),
a former tennis player and noted misogynist
who wants to act as the color commentator
for the marquee match-up. During the scene,
King tells Kramer that she doesn’t see Bobby
Riggs as a threat to women’s rights. He’s simply
flamboyant and putting on a show.
Rather, she thinks men like Kramer are the
real problem—men who conduct themselves
as gentlemen, yet quietly and emphatically
believe women are inherently worth less than
men.

The notion that women are people and deserve to be treated equally is only considered
“radical” when put in the context of men like
Jack Kramer. Similar to how “covert racism”
continues to plague and divide our nation, so
too does covert sexism.
Following King’s triumphant and resounding win over Riggs, there’s a heart-wrenching
scene in which King sits alone in her locker
room weeping. It shows how deeply satisfying
the victory is and how much King values her
greatest love: tennis. At the same time, the
scene also plays as King’s first and only opportunity in the film to embrace her emotions.
Part of being a successful woman at the
time involved having to act like a man in order
to be taken seriously in an unbalanced society.
So it’s gratifying to see King finally embrace
her emotions, albeit in private. King’s ability to
successfully and gracefully embrace both her
traditional masculine and feminine qualities
is her real victory in the film.
Overall, “Battle of the Sexes” is a rare
crowd-pleaser that turns a mirror toward
our nation’s current problems involving gender roles (i.e. gender pay gap, rhetoric of the
Trump campaign, etc.).
As the credits roll, the main truth circling
around male-female relationships becomes
clear: men and women are different, but they
should be treated equally.
Contact Jimmy Flynn at jflynn@scu.edu or
call (408) 554-4852.

AP

Emma Stone (left) and Steve Carell (right) portray Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs in “Battle of the Sexes.”
The film provides insight into the competitive and complimentary relationship between men and women.
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“Willowbank” Suggests Growth for N.Z. Dream-Poppers
Newest Yumi
Zouma album
flows seamlessly
Noah Sonnenburg

associate reporter
Somewhere between the
chilled-out pulse of Washed
Out and the reverby mindscapes of Beach Fossils, dream
pop makes its comeback with
Yumi Zouma’s “Willowbank.”
When the group put out their
first LP, “Yoncalla,” last year,
the band’s members were
living all across the world.
With members stationed
in New York, Auckland and
Paris, the album was as scattered as they were. Despite
being an impressive, highlyacclaimed release, there was
clear room for growth. Now,
with all members located in
Christchurch, New Zealand,
their latest release, “Willowbank,” is a totem to the band’s
newfound cohesiveness.
Staying true to their distinct, dream-pop sound, the
band touches on themes of
doubt, anxiety and growth.
What sets the record apart,
especially on tracks revolving
around love, is the lyricism.
As with most aspects of the
album, the lyrics are straightforward. But, the message of
the group leaves the listener
with a bevy of questions to
answer, and a lot to ponder.
Unlike many of their
dream-pop peers, Yumi
Zouma’s work is never pretentious or precious. Their
spacey, soothing vocals are
quirky but not forced, the instrumentation is beautifully
sparse and the production
quality is flawless. The album
feels like an effortless epic.

Heavily influenced by
the location in which it was
composed and recorded, the
album is as much a commentary on the human experience
as it is on the state of New
Zealand. Death and rebirth
are important factors in this
album. The very location of
the album’s recording was
nearly demolished in 2011 by
a series of earthquakes. Each
comment on the cycle of life
is a direct commentary on
this devastating catastrophe.
Guitarist Josh Burgess is even
quoted as saying: “We were on
home turf and creating from
a place that felt fundamentally natural” according to
Consequence of Sound. This
“natural” aspect is evident
throughout the entire record.
The album opens with the
song “Depths (Pt.I),” which
immediately brings in the
sound of a chunky, picked
precision bass. The glowing
strain of a guitar tails along.
Awash with reverb, the lick is
reminiscent of fellow dreampop rock group Craft Spells’
best work. The tune is catchy,
and relaxing. Just as soon as
you feel like whistling along,
this riff is answered with the
melodious voice of singer
Christie Simpson.
Simpson sets the stage for
the track with the line: “Dizzy,
we’re caught in a spin / If I was
older, then would you still let
me win.” The all-too-familiar doubts of young, punchdrunk love are immediately
in play in the song. Clearly beyond the honeymoon period
of the relationship, Simpson
continues in the pre-chorus
with: “Cold, so cold / And all
that you say again / Is like /
Don’t go, so cold / You’re not
the same.” Again hinting at
these poignant questions of
dedication, this line illustrates a dark, fearful side to

COURTESY OF FACEBOOK

Yumi Zouma, a New Zealand based electro-pop band, released their second studio album, “Willowbank,” on Oct 6. The album addresses poignant topics such as natural disaster, lost love and family death, all while maintaining a consistently ethereal sound.
love.
The glaring concern of lost
love is followed by a valuable
lesson of self-respect within
the chorus. The song finishes
with a chant of: “Seriously /
At last it bothers me / Under
the blue, of my desire to be /
Never takin’, myself that seriously / Don’t think it bothers
me.” In contrast to the frantic,
“dizzy” feeling of doubt explored earlier in the album,
this last line demonstrates
a moment of growth for the
subject of the song. Worry has
turned into confidence, fear
into comfort.
Muted guitar notes caress
the pulse of Simpson’s voice
in the start of “Half Hour.”
These delicate, lilting tones

are carried by the cadence of
fingers snapped on beats two
and four. The reverberations
of these sounds are cavernous
and dark, creating a duality
of claustrophobia and space
within the track. The intricacy of this timbre is all but
accidental.
According to “The FADER,” the song was written
as a contemplation of death.
Guitarist Josh Burgess wrote
to “The FADER” about the
song saying: “My granddad
died when I was 7, and I still
remember this feeling of
knowing that no matter how
hard I searched, he could not
be found. I worried that he
needed someone to help him
as he navigated his way into

death.” This idea is explored
the most in the line: “I think
I need you when I die / When
I’ve got no one on my side.”
However, the song is as much
about death as it is about love.
The album reaches its
most clear commentary on
relationships with the ninth
track: “Other People.” Borrowing from “Depths (pt.I),”
this song touches again on
the confusion of love with
the line: “I don’t think I love
you, but I could be wrong.”
The band comments on these
themes again with the line:
“I know what you’re doing /
When you say you don’t want
to fight.” This is an evident
reference to growth in relationships, especially seeing

through the affectations of
dishonest love.
The album closes with
“Depths (Pt. II)”—a slower,
morose rendition of the first
track, this piece summarizes the album in a full-circle
fashion. By restating the lyrics over a darker backing, the
words are given a revived
meaning.
Whether studying, taking
the bus or alone with your
thoughts, “Willowbank” provides a refuge from the noise
of the world. It is the perfect
soundtrack for quiet, contemplative moments.
Contact Noah Sonnenburg
at nsonnenburg@scu.edu or
call (408) 554-4852.

When a Comic is Worth 1,000 Words
Library exhibit
expresses tragedy
through comics
PJ Hummelt

associate reporter
While comics are commonly
thought of as humorous and easily
digestible forms of entertainment,
“Priya Shakti” directly challenges
that assumption. In a new art installation on the library’s second floor,
comic creators Ram Devineni, Lina
Srivastava and Dan Goldman tackle
heavy material while capturing intense emotion.
“Priya’s Shakti: An Augmented
Reality Comic Exhibition,” leaves
no misunderstandings to chance
as it directly confronts the horrendous subjects of gang rape and acid
attacks in India. In original form,
“Priya’s Shakti” and “Priya’s Mirror,”
are full-length comic books telling
the story of Priya—a once driven
and focused young student who is
the victim of a horrifying rape. As
a result, her family then abandons
her and accuses her of shaming their
house.
Meanwhile, the gods waged war
against each other in an attempt to
determine the fate of the human

race.
The story concludes when Parvati, the Hindu goddess of love and
devotion, choses Priya to be the new
messenger of justice and righteousness. Parvati directs Priya to “speak
without shame, and stand with me.
Bring about the change we want
to see.” What follows in book two,
“Priya’s Mirror,” is a valiant story
of Priya living out that message and
freeing victims of acid attacks from
the clutches of a horrid demon.
Aside from the story, the artwork
of each frame deserves equal praise.
A fascinating amalgam of computer
graphical techniques, each panel is
as stunning to see as it is moving
to read.
However, this exhibit is not without surprise. As if the story of Priya
the superheroine is not enough to
ignite the flame of social change in
its readers, the voices of real victims telling their stories drives home
Priya’s inspiring message.
With the help of the Blippar app,
readers can scan certain panels of
the installation and click to hear true
stories from survivors of sexual assault.
These stories add a level of distress and palpability to the work. As
a reader of the story, it can be easy to
remove oneself from the issues, but
as a listener, the frightening reality
of sexual assault becomes intimate

SANKALP MOHANTY—THE SANTA CLARA

“Priya Shakti: An Augmented Reality Comic Exhibition” was originally released through Rattappallax, Inc. in Dec 2014. The comic
series, which is currently on display on the library’s second floor, explores issues of gender-based violence and familial shaming.

and visceral.
In the same fashion, on another
panel and using the app, you can
scroll through images of the numerous street murals Priya has inspired. All over India, paintings of
this women’s rights champion are
popping up as her popularity soars
ever upward.
Both books have been the subject
of numerous awards and prestigious

recognitions, including its admission as an exhibit at Lincoln center
as part of the 2016 New York Film
Festival.
Priya Shakti has been recognized
not just as a form of entertainment,
but also as a vehicle for advocacy.
The comic is officially a part of an
initiative of the World Bank designed to challenge “young men and
women to break through societal

norms that lead to gender-based
violence.”
The exhibition leads up to two
events held on Oct 24 and 25 where
Devineni and Goldman, will be discussing the role of comics in the
struggle for social change.
Contact PJ Hummelt at
phummelt@scu.edu or call (408)
554-4852.
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Joe Bredar

How Necessary is the Modern College Degree?

SANKALP MOHANTY FOR THE SANTA CLARA

Today more than ever, it seems that attending a university before embarking into an increasingly competitive world is an absolute
must. With tuition prices rising annually, students and their families are being forced to weigh their options much more thoroughly.

F

ive years ago, I came up
with the preliminary idea
for a finance tech product
and dropped out of school to pursue its development. Back in my
hometown of Anchorage, Alaska,
I spent a great deal of time reflecting and thinking while in the harsh
and stunning beauty of the Alaskan
wilderness.
One of the thinkers I encoun-

tered during my sojourn was Peter
Thiel, an intellectual, entrepreneur
and venture capitalist. I instantly
admired him, his success and his
authoritative intellect and voice.
One of Thiel’s key ideas was that
the university system was a bubble
that would soon break, calling it “a
dinosaur of top-down pedagogy”—
out of touch with the modern world.
He believed that the university did

not adequately prepare students
for the workforce, on top of being
exorbitantly expensive.
According to Thiel, students and
potential students would get fed up
with the student debt they accrued.
The cost of modern education combined with its lack of relevance and
practicality would be its downfall.
I agreed with these sentiments.
It was just as well that I had left

school when I did. I was now on my
way to bigger and better things, and
would never need to return. Thiel’s
arguments seemed to speak directly
to the rebel within me, and I was
happy to lambast my past affiliation
with Santa Clara and the university
system.
As the years went on in Alaska, I
began to think of Santa Clara once
more. I launched the project back
home but the leap to real world success was quite a chasm to overcome.
In fact, there was really no way to do
it without an intermediary. Santa
Clara, I remembered, had been
that intermediate step. It had been
a place where I could prepare for the
real world amid an environment of
growth and connection, all aimed at
lifting up the students and through
them, the world.
Against my expectations, I began wanting to be a college student
again. And this fall, three weeks
ago, I did just that. Upon landing at
Santa Clara, I felt myself once again
at home, in the land of opportunity
and possibility. Amid the motivated
students and supportive faculty, I
felt my Alaska-weary body and mind
alight with the power and potential
I had within me, the ability that was
stirring now in this inspirational
environment.
On Oct. 2, I attended the
Markkula Center for Applied Ethics event, “Free Speech and the
University Under Assault.” I sat
in the front row and scrutinized
Nicholas Dirks, the former Berkeley Chancellor, as he claimed that
the modern university is under attack—financially, politically and so
on. I remembered Thiel’s words and
thought, “Thiel would love this talk,
and he would want to see this man
finished off.” Sitting there, I pondered for a minute whether Thiel

was actually right. Are the modern
challenges facing the university in
fact agents of the institution’s longawaited demise?
Yet such thoughts seemed so
wrong, face-to-face with Chancellor Dirks. He spoke at length at the
value of the university as a protector
of free speech, and the intellectual
tradition. Universities, he said, were
one of the only places in which extreme ideas could be expressed and
discussed. Looking at him, I saw the
university values embodied, and I
began to think of Peter Thiel like
Caiaphas in the Gospels—an intellectual powerhouse whose mental
deductions lead them to call for
the crucifixion of a positive force
in society. During the speech, Dirks
took on a messianic quality in my
mind. He seemed fair and balanced,
and in him and in the institution he
represented, I saw a greater good
that ought to be preserved, not destroyed.
It seems that the destruction
or reduction of the American university would be a great tragedy
for the nation. I advocate a path of
continued development, and a deep
appreciation of the system that is
currently, as Dirks put it “under attack.” The university deserves to
continue on to even greater heights.
In this way, our nation is strengthened and made great.

Joe Bredar is sophomore business
major.

Articles in the Opinion section
represent the views of the
individual authors only and not
the views of The Santa Clara
or Santa Clara University.

Jay Fuchs

Contraceptives at the Mercy of Petty Politics

T

his past Friday, the Trump Administration rolled back provisions in the
Affordable Care Act that made nocost birth control coverage available through
employers. These new rules afford private
companies and insurers more leeway in their
ability to deny such coverage to women on
the basis of religious freedom. Naturally, the
administration’s actions have provoked a polarized response.
The religious right has been ecstatic in
the wake of the new policy; Paul Ryan even
referred to it as “a landmark day for religious
liberty.” Obviously, the left has been less receptive to the shift; many see it as an affront
on both women’s rights and the separation of
church and state.
Before discussing the nature and ramifications of Trump’s decision, it is important to
understand both what the policy established
by the Obama administration was and what
Trump’s decision to rescind it entails. Believe
it or not, the provision in the ACA regarding
no-cost birth control coverage was not some
Orwellian mandate forcing every religious
employer to cover birth control. In fact, religious organizations and family-owned businesses could opt out of covering contraceptive
care under the ACA, and female employees
would still receive that kind of coverage separately through insurance companies.
Donald Trump has made it so that any
company, even a publicly traded one, can opt
out from covering birth control in its health

AP

The Affordable Care Act, enacted under the Obama administration in 2010, originally mandated contraception
coverage. Now, rollbacks of the provision make it possible for employers to opt out of coverage entirely.

insurance plan by invoking moral or religious
values. On top of that, he has essentially done
away with the mandate making insurance
companies pay for contraceptive care when
an employer would not. Several companies
will now likely opt out of covering contraceptive care in their health insurance plans, and
many women could lose their access to birth
control coverage.
The underlying theme of this policy shift

points to the troubling ways women’s health
is conceived of and debated in this country.
Donald Trump’s decision rests on the idea that
religious freedom and reproductive rights
have to be inherently at odds with one another
in every case, without exception.
Providing birth control is really not that
big of a deal. It is a harmless, medical routine
that does not magically strip an employer
of its ability to practice religion freely. With

this decision, the Trump administration is
being petty, and that pettiness is coming at
the expense of women’s rights.
Birth control is not just some catalyst for
promiscuity. It does not kill babies, and it
does a great deal more than compel young
women to sin and have extramarital sex. Married couples use it as a means of responsible
family planning, and the drug also has medical
applications beyond contraception.
According to the Guttmacher Institute, a
research and policy organization dedicated to
sexual health, 58 percent of women use birth
control “at least in part for purposes other
than pregnancy prevention.” These purposes
include conditions like menstrual pain and
endometriosis. Birth control is also one of the
last lines of defense in preventing unwanted pregnancies and in turn, abortions—the
quintessential “affront on religious freedom.”
Paul Ryan billed Trump’s rollback of the
ACA provisions on birth control as a “landmark” for religious liberty, but is it really?
How, exactly, are religious people any freer
today than they were before the administration’s decision? Affording religious employers
the option of depriving women of contraceptive care is not a “landmark” so much as it is a
statement. With this decision, the President
is saying religious freedom and reproductive
rights are irreconcilable. Women are going to
bear the brunt of that conflict.
Jay Fuchs is a senior communication major.
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Playoff Baseball: Updates and Predictions
The cutthroat
competition for a
World Series position
Alex Stewart

The Santa Clara
Baseball is like a reality television show,
with 162 episodes per season. And when your
team makes the playoffs, it’s like your favorite
show releasing extended cuts or an hour-long
special after the season ends.
Playoff baseball is here and the games are
as exciting as ever. Here are some updates and
predictions for the 2017 MLB Playoffs:
Eastern American League Division Series
(NYY and CLE, two games to two)
The Yankees look to keep their postseason
hopes alive after their young core cranked out
back-to-back wins against the Indians—who
are favored for a World Series victory. Indians
pitcher Trevor Bauer tried to eliminate the
Yankees on short rest, but that inevitably came
back to bite him.
The Yankees will likely roll out 37-year-old
pitcher C.C. Sabathia for Game Five against
the Indians’ probable pitcher, Corey Kluber.
If Sabathia can look like his dominant self
one more time this late in his career, he could
best the Indian’s Cy Young candidate Kluber.
Expect this to be a very close, down-to-thewire game with the Yankees coming out on top,
four to three, courtesy of the deep Yankees
bullpen and the offense of Aaron Judge, Didi
Gregorius and Gary Sanchez.
Western American League Division Series
(HOU over BOS, three games to one)
The Houston Astros defeated the Boston
Red Sox in Fenway Park by a tight five to four
margin in Game Four.
This was the lone series with dominant

pitching performances so far, including separate outings by Chris Sale, David Price and
Dallas Keuchel. Houston’s pitching depth,
and excellent offense up and down the lineup
could carry them all the way to a World Series
Championship.
Eastern National League Division Series
(CHI leads WAS, two games to one)
For years, the Washington Nationals have
fallen to teams of seemingly lower caliber
despite having a loaded roster on paper.
Chicago has plenty of talent and experience to go head-to-head with Washington,
and the deciding factor will be pitching performance.
Jake Arrieta looks to start for the Cubs in
Game Four at Wrigley Field, and the former
Cy Young pitcher will put up a good showing
against a demoralized Washington.
Chicago will win the series at home.
Western National League Division Series
(LAD over ARI, three games to none)
The Dodgers seem to be living up to the
hype through and through, their pitching and
hitting was better than the Diamondbacks on
every level.
Los Angeles swept Arizona in Game Three
proving that this might finally be the year of
the Dodgers.
If Clayton Kershaw can shake off his run
of bad playoff performances, and the Dodgers’
offense can back him, he should lead L.A. to a
World Series berth.
American League Championship Series
(HOU v. NYY)
Although I would love to see my Yankees
win the World Series this year, I’m going to be
realistic; it would be a major feat to take down
the incredible Astros.
Both sides are talented in all aspects of
the game but it will be the Astros’ dominant
starting pitching and offensive production
that will be the deciding factor.
This series will go six games with the As-

AP

Clayton Kershaw, Los Angeles Dodgers star pitcher, throws a fast ball to an Arizona Diamondback batter during the Dodgers’ victory in Game Two on Oct. 7. The Dodgers swept the series and will move to the next round.

tros’ Dallas Keuchel doing what he does best
in Game Six to send them to the World Series.
The young Yankee core will have gained
valuable playoff experience and will be ready
to come win it all in 2018.
National League Championship Series
(LAD v. CHI)
Here we are again—a rematch of last
year—as the Cubs try to keep the magic rolling against the extremely talented Dodgers.
This seven game series will be entertaining
throughout.
A Dodgers World Series berth will be
thanks to their elite closer Kenley Jansen, and
the offensive firepower from Cody Bellinger
and Corey Seager.

World Series (HOU v. LAD)
The Dodgers have the advantage in terms
of pitching, but the Astros have the better
offense.
The power bats of Correa, Springer and
Altuve, combined with good enough pitching, should pave the way for an Astros World
Series title.
A seven game series will go back and forth,
but veteran Justin Verlander will be credited
with the win in Game Seven.
After years of subpar seasons, the famous
trophy will finally return to Minute Maid Park.
*Editor’s note: NYY v. CLE and CHI v. WAS
games were ongoing at time of publication.
Contact Alex Stewart at atewart@scu.edu or
call (408) 554-4852.

An account to fit the way you live
Bank anywhere with M-Account and take advantage of:
• Mobile Banking with Remote Deposit • No monthly fee with e-Statement enrollment
• Unlimited ATM Surcharge Rebates
• No Minimum Balance

Bring this coupon to our
Santa Clara Financial Center
location near campus.

OPEN A CHECKING OR SAVINGS ACCOUNT WITH YOUR NEW MEMBERSHIP AND WE WILL
DEPOSIT $25 DOLLARS INTO YOUR ACCOUNT. MEMBERSHIP AND YOUR ACCOUNT MUST BE
OPENED AT SANTA CLARA TOWN CENTRE: 2042 EL CAMINO REAL, SANTA CLARA, CA 95050.
ONLINE APPLICATIONS AND APPLICATIONS AT OUR OTHER FINANCIAL CENTERS DO NOT QUALIFY.
Offer valid for new members only, who open a new membership and checking or
savings account at our Santa Clara Town Centre location at 2041 El Camino Real. One
(1) $25 deposit will be made to the checking or savings account when the account is
opened and will remain on hold for 60 - days. Account must stay open for 60-days;
otherwise is $25 will be forfeited. Promotional offer is subject to expire at any time. Bonus
is subject to tax reporting. Online applicants or applicants at other financial center
locations are not eligible for bonus. The minimum deposit required to open a You
Name It Savings account is $20. A minimum average daily balance of $100 is required
to earn dividends. As of September 1, 2017 the Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 0.03%.
The You Name It Savings account is a variable rate account and rate may change
after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. The minimum deposit required
to open a checking account is $20. Please speak to a Financial Service Representative
for more information about our available accounts. Membership is required with a one
time, nonrefundable $5 fee. Federally insured by NCUA.

8

SPORTS
Thursday, October 12, 2017

Olivia DeGraca

49ers’
Faithful
I am no fair weather fan, but being a 49ers fan has been a tough pill
to swallow over the past five years.
After the franchise’s last Conference
Championship win in 2012, winning
seems to be at a premium for San
Francisco. But, despite my team’s
record, I still wear my red and gold.
As a Bay Area native, I come from
a background of die-hard fans devoted to the Golden State Warriors, San
Francisco Giants and San Francisco
49ers. But basketball and baseball
have not posed an issue for us Bay
Area fans, at least not in the same
way football has.
It is easy to love the skills, swagger and style of Steph Curry, so being
a Golden State Warriors fan is a nobrainer. Unless you have been living
under a rock, you know the Warriors
are undoubtedly the powerhouse
NBA team of the decade.
The Giants were wildly exciting
from 2010-2014, winning the World
Series every other year.
Our football team is another
story.
The 49ers have not won a Super
Bowl since 1995, which marked the
end of their famed winning period
in which they won all five of their
franchise Super Bowls.
Starting with their first Super
Bowl win in 1981, the 80s and 90s
were a golden age for the red and
gold.
In 2012, there seemed to be a
light at the end of the tunnel when
the Niners won their first conference championship in nearly two
decades.
Unfortunately, they won their
way to their first and only Super
Bowl loss when they were defeated
by the Baltimore Ravens 34-31.
True Niners fans are not the
ones that only followed Joe Montana, Ronnie Lott, Dwight Clark and
Jerry Rice, but rather the ones who
have continued to stand behind the
recently departed Colin Kaepernick,
Carlos Hyde, Joe Staley and the rest
of the 2017 roster.
Real fans are the ones who kept
cheering in last Sunday’s devastating 26-23 overtime loss against the
Colts.
To be a 49ers fan is to admit
that, although our 2016 record was
a devastating 2-14, we still promise
to wear a Hyde jersey on Sundays.
Of course, we would rather be
restored to our former glory under Joe Montana and Head Coach
Bill Walsh, but until then we will
continue to sit in practically empty
stands at Levi’s Stadium here in
Santa Clara.
Our football team may not have a
Steph Curry or Buster Posey, but we
look forward to the day that we do.
We will stay hopeful and hungry
and take our wins as they come. No
matter the coaching staff or roster
changes, the fans of the 2013-2017
49ers team are the true fans.
Our commitment to our struggling team is why they call San Francisco 49er fans “The Faithful.”
If you gave up after 1995, we call
you “fair weather.”
Olivia DeGraca is a sophomore
communication major.

Fall Quarter Sports Update
A look at the ups and downs for the Broncos after four competitive weeks
Jay Mehta

The santa clara

Women’s Soccer

Men’s Golf

COURTESY OF MIKE SCHOAF

GRACE OGIHARA/ TSC ARCHIVES

The women’s soccer team has been playing consistently well,
especially in the West Coast Conference, following a 2-1 victory
at Gonzaga on Sunday. This boosts Santa Clara’s all-time record
against Gonzaga to 21-1-2. The Broncos made eight shot attempts
with five of those being on goal. However, the key player in this
game was the goalkeeper, Melissa Lowder ( junior), who had four
saves. This season, 23 of the 28 goals scored have come from
younger players, with 13 from first-years.
“We’re very pleased to go on the road and get two wins this
weekend,” Head Coach Jerry Smith said. “I’m proud of the gritty
mentality we showed, especially [Sunday]. Scoring six goals on the
trip is a sign that our attacking is really starting to gel, which is a
good sign. We’re looking to build on this momentum heading into
next week and continue to get better in all facets of our game.”
The women’s team now holds a record of 8-6-1.

Volleyball

The men’s golf team has shown improvement with rounds of
274 in the first day of the Alister MacKenzie Invitational.
The team ended the day in third place with 20-under 548,
nine shots behind the top scoring team, University of California,
Berkeley.
“I can’t complain about being in third place in a field like this,”
Coach Rob Miller said. “This is Cal’s home course, so I’m not surprised to be nine-strokes behind them. They will be tough to beat.”
The older players had a great day with three top-ten positions.
Hayden Shieh (senior) tied for third place at 10-under 132.
Meanwhile, Derek Ackerman ( junior) and Matt McCarty
(sophomore) tied for ninth place with six-under 136.
The first-years on the team didn’t play as well—two of them tied
for 46th and one player came in 57th.
The men’s team is looking forward to their next invitational,
“The Stockton Pacific Invitational,” on Thursday, Oct. 26.

Men’s Soccer

MALU VELTZE/ TSC ARCHIVES

GRACE OGIHARA/ TSC ARCHIVES

The season is starting to improve for the women’s volleyball
team as they secured their first victory of the season in the West
Coast Conference.
The game against the University of San Francisco was a sweep
with the final scorecard reading 25-18, 25-21, 25-20.
Head Coach Jon Wallace was happy with the performance.
“It feels good to get a win,” he said. “The girls have been working
so hard for this and we’ve come so close. I’m really happy for them,
and hopefully it gives us some momentum and confidence going
forward. I hope we can ride this into next week.”
The women are 8-10 so far this season.
They are looking to take down Loyola Maramount University in
their next season game on Thursday, Oct. 12 in Los Angeles.

The men’s soccer team also won their first game in the West
Coast Conference with a 3-1 victory against the University of San
Francisco on Sunday.
The game started rough with an early goal by San Francisco,
but Santa Clara bounced back with three consecutive goals to end
the game 3-1. Santa Clara’s all-time record versus San Francisco is
now 26-35-10.
As stated, the win against San Francisco was the first for the
men’s soccer team this season and another win does not seem to
be in sight as they take on the University of the Pacific next week.
Overall, men’s soccer now has a record of 1-9.
Contact Jay Mehta at jmehta@scu.edu or call (408) 554-4852.

